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Working Paper Series of the Council for Social and Economic Data (RatSWD)
The RatSWD Working Papers series was launched at the end of 2007. Since 2009, the series has been publishing exclusively conceptual and historical works dealing with the organization of the German statistical infrastructure and research infrastructure in the social, behavioral, and economic sciences. Papers that have appeared in the series deal primarily with the organization of Germany's official statistical system, government agency research, and academic research infrastructure, as well as directly with the work of the RatSWD. Papers addressing the aforementioned topics in other countries as well as supranational aspects are particularly welcome.
RatSWD Working Papers are non-exclusive, which means that there is nothing to prevent you from publishing your work in another venue as well: all papers can and should also appear in professionally, institutionally, and locally specialized journals. The RatSWD Working Papers are not available in bookstores but can be ordered online through the RatSWD.
In order to make the series more accessible to readers not fluent in German, the English section of the RatSWD Working Papers website presents only those papers published in English, while the the German section lists the complete contents of all issues in the series in chronological order.
Starting in 2009, some of the empirical research papers that originally appeared in the RatSWD Working Papers series will be published in the series RatSWD Research Notes.
The views expressed in the RatSWD Working Papers are exclusively the opinions of their authors and not those of the RatSWD.
The RatSWD Working Paper Series is edited by:
Chair of the RatSWD (2007 / 2008 2009 Gert G. Wagner) Managing Director of the RatSWD (Denis Huschka)
Introduction
A comprehensive data base is a prerequisite for political decision making, as well as for the establishment and evaluation of the effects of health care policy measures. Data based information are needed for the performance review of the implemented measures and support the development and evaluation of goal attainment in health care. Only by providing adequate data, it is possible to create transparency on the present state of affairs, on the possible need for action and on the deficits. Already at an early stage there was consent that in the field of health care comprehensive, valid and systematic data infrastructure was needed in order to use for the discussion of health care issues in politics, science and research as well as public.
Within the framework of a perennial research project established in the nineties, concepts of the Federal Health Monitoring (FHM) were developed. At the beginning of 1999, this project was conveyed from the research phase into the routine use. Since then a permanent, standardized report scheme is available for easy and free access to official and in particular non-official data sources: As an additional source for micro data is the research center of the German Pension Fund For all four-digit ICD-10 the number of cases of inpatient hospital discharges is disclosed according to age cohort, gender and calculation and days of occupancy. A separated presentation on the level of the three-digit ICD-10 positions is carried out for: deaths; day cases; medical division and surgical procedures in combination with the primary diagnosis. In the 2004 survey year for the first time also the healthy newborn babies (Z38) were included. Germany. This has led to an improvement of illness mapping in the Länder. Apart from few exceptions, all Länder depict data on incidence and prevalence. Baden-Württemberg, Nordrhein-Westfalen and Hessen have limited data availability due to no data or collection of data on subregional level.
Coordination and cooperation of the epidemiological and the clinical cancer registries influenced quality and usability of their data.
In 2008 the brochure "Cancer in Germany" was published as series on health reporting.
The main topic are the emerged cancer diseases in the years 1980 until 2004. In future the results will be available in this form every two years as a collective publication of the Society of epidemiological Cancer Registry (GEKID) and the Robert Koch-Institute (RKI).
Kidney Replacement Therapy Statistics (QuaSi Niere)
In 1995 a voluntary collection on information on kidney replacement therapy (transplantation and dialysis) begun. Therefore, the institution QuaSiNiere was founded. As of now almost all treatment centers offering kidney replacement therapies such as dialysis, transplantation, and aftercare report their cases treated in anonymous form to QuaSiNiere. Parameters on demography and morbidity are of key interest, additionally the treatment centers structural data is passed on (such as number of treatment beds).
The results are published as annual reports that can be accessed online (www.quasiniere.de). Additionally, reports are produced that inform on treatment quality in Germany's hospitals in general.
The transmission and processing as well as the publication of the data is done annually.
The results are published within the BQS-coverage and currently the documented years 2001 till 2007 can be accessed under the following address: http://www.bqs-outcome.de.
Structured Reports on Quality (SQB)
Another prerequisite for hospital services reimbursement of the SHI is a bi-annual publication of a "structured quality report". The reports are to inform the public on the structure of the hospital, especially on staff, edificial and technical infrastructure available. The report also informs potential patients on the treatment focus by publishing important treatments. In 2004 the first reports were compiled, since 2008 data on hospital structure reports are also available in electronic from to the public (written request and acknowledgement of general requirements in form of XML-data). This is used by independent portals in the internet to inform and help in choosing a suitable hospital (www.weisse-liste.de). 
